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MEDIA STATEMENT
NICE comments on recent US reports 
Commenting on recent US reports about NICE, Andrew Dillon Chief Executive of NICE said: 
"Comparing health systems is a good way of informing debates about how to get the best for patients. But comparisons need to be accurate and factual. So it’s disappointing to read comments about NICE which are untrue or misinformed.  
“The basis of NICE's system of appraising drugs and other treatments is simple: something will be recommended for use by the NHS if the benefits to patients are worth what the NHS is being asked to pay. Most new treatments, including some very expensive ones are worth what the NHS is being asked to pay, which is why we recommend them, for those patients who can really benefit. Some aren’t and so we don’t encourage the NHS to spend money on them which could be better used for other things. 
“We don’t put a limit on the amount the NHS can spend on an individual patient. But money for the NHS isn’t limitless, so we need to make sure the money we have goes on things which offer more than the care we’ll have to forgo to pay for them.”
“NICE is a force for change and improvement in the NHS, so let’s keep the debate about what we do focussed on the facts."

Ends

For more information call the NICE press office on 0845 003 7782 or 07775 583 813.
Notes to Editors 
About NICE
1. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) is the independent organisation responsible for providing national guidance on the promotion of good health and the prevention and treatment of ill health.

2. NICE produces guidance in three areas of health:

· public health – guidance on the promotion of good health and the prevention of ill health for those working in the NHS, local authorities and the wider public and voluntary sector

· health technologies – guidance on the use of new and existing medicines, treatments and procedures within the NHS

· clinical practice – guidance on the appropriate treatment and care of people with specific diseases and conditions within the NHS.
