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Thank you all so much. Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you very much. Wow, that is really a nice welcome. I'm just -- you know, I've never been to a partisan, political event before. I didn't know what to expect. This is really kind of overwhelming. In fact, I haven't been to anything this political since the four stars got together in the Pentagon. It's really nice to be here. And I want to tell you that Gert and I are really honored. I want to thank everyone. Thank you, thank you for the introduction. Governor Huckabee and Governor Rockefeller and Senator Hutchison, our wonderful MC Sharon Trusty. I want to thank all of you for coming out and refereeing me tonight. But Sharon deserves a big hand. Let's give her a big hand. And I also want to thank Chairman Racicot and our event chair Jeb, the elected officials, and particularly Pulaski County and the Republican Committee for inviting me. It's a wonderful chance to visit some old friends, and start making some new ones and I just wanted to come here and tell you how impressed I am. From a distance, looking how Arkansas has developed, how it's developed a two-party system and how well you represent our state. Thank you very much for that. Well, Gert and I are back. We moved into (inaudible). We're still unpacking and painting and you can just imagine my (inaudible) list as I'm here. I've been out of the military now, almost a year. When I got told I was leaving, I started thinking about the transition. I got pretty serious about it. I knew we were going to have to move out of the 23-acre, 32 million dollar estate in Belgium. Paid for by the Belgians. We were going to have to give up the two armored Mercedes. The two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters. I wouldn't have any use to fly around in them. I wouldn't have two aides. Five Belgian gardeners. Five enlisted aides in the house. A 10 man communications detail. 35 men - Belgian security detail. And a personal staff of 100. I'm saying this because Senator Hutchison is on the Armed Services Committee, and I want you to know Senator those weren't perks, those were requirements for that job. Anyway, we kept a little car back at Fort Myer, VA and I practiced driving it myself. And I bought a Palm Pilot, so I could keep up with the telephone numbers. I practiced making my own telephone calls. And General Jack Vescey, who was one of my predecessors. When he was Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, he told all of us what it was like you know to retire. He said, you go out to Fort Myer. You wear your uniform, you've got all you medals on, the stars on your shoulder. One of the great days of your life, it's your day. There's a big parade, and a band is playing. And then you give a speech and people come up and shake your hand, and that's it. You're all alone. And General Vescey talked about on his day he did that. He gave his speech, he got the medal. People shook his hand. He was all alone. He worked his way through the crowd by himself. He found his own personal automobile by himself. He opened the door, no one to help him, by hand. His wife came over to him and said Jack, what the hell are you doing sitting in the back seat? But, you know, transitions are like that. And for us, the general treatment is about over. The last time someone called me general was when I forgot to take the trash out on Monday morning. And that's the end of the general treatment. We're just civilians now. 

Gert said I was supposed to tell you something about us you know. As Peggy mentioned, we've got one son. And I know it's and Arkansas tradition that your son is supposed to go into the family business. So I did my best and I got him in the ROTC and he became a lieutenant in the United Sates Army. And after about three years, he came up to me and he said Dad, I've been the army for 25 years. And he said, and it's not so hard. He said some of these sergeants I work with worked with you and they say I'm a whole lot better than you were. And he said if I'm not careful, I might end up like you, so I'm going to do something else. And so he went out to Hollywood and he's in New York City now. He's 31 years old, I want him to get married and we want some grandchildren. That's what we're looking for. You know we've been around the block a few times. It has been 31 moves. I know, someone told me that there was a golf opportunity, with me that was up for a silent auction. And people were wondering my handicap. And I carry an official card that says I have a20 handicap. I don't think it's that low to be honest with you. My problem is that I think handicaps and golf are inversely related to the number of times you've moved. We've moved 31 times. It turns out I'm much better lining up pictures on the wall than I am lining up putts. But we're happy to be here in Little Rock. It is a great place. And I always have great memories of this community. I don't know why it took us so long to get back here. But Little Rock has really changed when we came back here. We looked around and it's doubled in size. We've got a ten fold increase in family income in the state of Arkansas, and it's much more diverse. I was at the University of Arkansas Little Rock awards ceremony for the scholarships a couple weeks ago and business man of the year. They were honoring Warren Stevens. And I just couldn't believe how many people were from all over the world there, people from China, people from Ukraine, people from the Czech Republic, and Slovenia all coming to Arkansas, and liking it here. It made me really proud of this state. And I think these changes in Arkansas are reflective of the changes in America. 

Now when I grew up here I remember in 1959, Premier Khrushchev came over to the Unites States. He visited a farm in Iowa, and he made some bold statements. He said he would bury us. Their system was superior to ours. I was 14 years old, and I remember I was up one Saturday, in Bush's barber shop up in Hillcrest and the barber and the patrons were all talking about this statement and how the United States was under threat. The Russians, the Soviets had ICBM's and they were trained on us. And we were behind in a missile race. In the summer of 1961, just before my senior year in high school I applied to go to West Point and I remember I had to go out to at that time Little Rock University and interview some people from the National Guard. They had to interview me, and pass on my West Point application. They were mobilized. Our state National Guard spent a long time out in the gymnasium at Little Rock University getting ready to go to the Berlin crisis of 1961. Now they never did go, but they spent months out there training and getting ready. We had some tough times in the United States. Many of us went to Vietnam, I'm very honored that Nick is here tonight, Congressional Medal of Honor winner. I'm really proud of you and all of us. Well, I'm proud of so many of Arkansans that I served with, and others did who went to Vietnam. They answered duties call. They were wounded, many gave their lives, they gave their lives for something they believed in for this country. And I am so proud of the effort that we put forth over there. I stayed with the army because I believed that when we came out - I found a group of people in the army I loved. I was in a company at Fort Knox, KY. Everybody in the company had been wounded. We were supposed to have 72 people; we actually had only about - only about 70, 60 people assigned. And everybody had been wounded. The armor who looked after weapons couldn't walk, he was on crutches. Other people couldn't use their hands. I had a hand and a leg wound. I couldn't run or do PT or shoot a pistol or anything. But somehow, we all hung together, we worked 90 days straight that summer. General Bill Page is here and he remembers those days in the army when you worked five days a week, and on Saturday, they'd give you inspections to see if you'd kept up your equipment the right way, and then you'd work on Sunday to make up for the work you should of done on Saturday. And then by Monday morning, you were working again. It was a draft army in those days. Not one of those soldiers had volunteered to be there, but they'd all served their country, they'd given their blood, and they were proud to have served their country. We won the battalion re-enlistment award that summer, because we had re-enlisted one soldier to stay in the Unites States Army. It was a tough time, but I love those men and that's why I stayed with it. And over the years we built the United States army and our nation's military back up in strength. We were really helped when President Ronald Reagan came in. I remember non-commissioned officers who were going to retire and they re-enlisted because they believed in President Reagan. I remember when he gave his speech on the fortieth anniversary of Normandy. I don't now how many of you all, do we have any World War II Veterans in the room? Anybody who is here? I think we ought to give our World War II veterans a hand. 

I was a colonel in the Pentagon. I was working for the army chief of staff and doing lessons learned and things. And I didn't get to go to the celebration of Normandy, but I, we heard the speech when he gave it. He talked about how rangers took Pontahawk (ph) He talked about how they went up that cliff. He talked about the losses they took. He talked about how they did it for love. And we all cried. That's the kind of President Ronald Reagan was. He helped our country win the Cold War. He put it behind us in a way no one ever believed would be possible. He was truly a great American leader. And those of us in the Armed Forces loved him, respected him, and tremendously admired him for his great leadership. I was serving out at the national training center at Fort Irwin, California as the commanding general out there during Operation Desert Storm. And, I got to train many troops and leaders before they went over, but a funny thing happened about that time. The Soviet Union kind of collapsed. The Warsaw Pact disappeared. The East Germans gave up; they became part of Germany. The German army that was part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization moved into East Germany. I remember they sent a German brigadier general around the United States - to each of the army posts a German brigadier came in and he said, "Fellas," he said, "it's over, we won. The Cold War is over." We couldn't quite believe it. I mean Desert Storm that was wonderful we whipped Saddam Hussein and all that sort of thing. But the Cold War was over, the Berlin Wall was down. And President George Bush had the courage and the vision to push our European allies to take the risk to tell the Russians to leave. And to set up the conditions so all of Germany and later many nations of Eastern Europe could become part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, part of the West with us. And we will always be grateful to President George Bush for that tremendous leadership and statesmanship. Then a funny thing happened. It was very strange; I was this point down in Fort Hood, Texas with General Bill Paige. I was command general, first cavalry division. General Paige was the deputy corps commander. I had orders to go to Washington in April of 1994. I showed up there to work for General Shalikashvili as the director of strategy for the United States Armed Forces on the joint staff. And I discovered that when we lost our enemy we had lost our strategy. We lost our direction in the world. We just, it just didn't add up. The week I got there, let me tell you what was on my plate. I showed up, I was a division commander, you know I was having a good time at Fort Hood. I learned to play golf down there. Um, I rode a horse two days a week. We had fifty-three horses in the first cavalry division. We trained and went to the national training center. We were prepared to go to war anywhere in the world. We deployed on no notice back to Kuwait three times. Uh, keep, make sure Saddam Hussein stayed straight. But I was not prepared for what I found when I got to Washington and worked here. They gave me three big thick briefing books to study. The week I showed up there the two Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi were flying on an airplane together, in Africa. And the airplane crashed and a, and a war started in Africa. And it degenerated into some of the most horrible ethnic cleansing in the 20th century. Some 800,000 Africans over a period of weeks were hunted down and hacked to death with machetes because they belonged to the wrong tribe. They were carrying identification cards that the Belgians had taught them to carry. It was a horrible massacre. Then at the same time I discovered that the North Koreans probably had reprocessed their uranium from a, from a nuclear reactor. They probably had two nuclear weapons. But they weren't going to let the intentional agency check that re-processed uranium to confirm it. And if they didn't we were going to put sanctions them, economic sanctions, and they were going to say that was the equivalent of starting a war. And they were gonna go to war with us. And then at the same time we had these thugs in Haiti. And to get after the thugs for holding a coup down there and running the Haitian government out, we put an economic embargo in place against Haiti. And what that was doing was destroying the lives of ordinary Haitians. They were risking their lives and they were drowning and getting in boats everything that would float trying to get into Florida. It was a mess. And the weekend I got there our aircraft were dropping bombs in Bosnia as part of a NATO mission to attack the Serbs that were shelling Garraza (sp). I've never seen anything like it. Meanwhile I was told I had to do a nuclear posture review and look at how many weapons. General Shalikashvili called me when I'd been there about a week and a half. He called me and said, "Look Wes," he said. "I hired you to be the strategist." He said, "So, tell me, what is our strategy?" Well, I didn't have the faintest idea. He didn't either, and neither did anybody else. The simple fact was there were two views. One view was that since the Cold War was over and the Soviet Union didn't exist anymore and we said Russia wasn't gonna be an enemy that we oughta bring our troops home or keep them in places like Fort Hood, Fort Polk, and Fort Riley, and Fort Carson and send them out to the national center and train, national training center and train. And if there was another war, well we want to be ready to fight and win. There was another group who said, "No, since there's no Soviet Union and no real threat to America you can use these troops to do other things." And there was fussing and fighting in Washington, and people were beating on each other. And there were congressional hearings - I'm sorry Senator about the Congressional Hearings - but you know those of is in the military, we shudder and quake when somebody says there is a congressional hearing. Because we're going to get called up there. Somebody is gonna ask us something and we're either gonna not know the answer or we're gonna make the mistake of giving them the answer. And either way, you're in trouble. And so, these were tough times and I spent the next six years trying to deal with the problems. 

Now I just want to ask you. Do you ever ask why it is that these people in these other countries can't solve their own problems without the United States sending its troops over there? And do you ever ask why it is the Europeans, the people that make the Mercedes and the BMW's that got so much money can't put some of that money in their own defense programs and they need us to do their defense for them? When I went to Washington some of the old retired generals gave me two pieces of advice. They said number one, don't ever get into a war with the North Koreans. So, that guy in North Korea, Kim il Sung is crazy, and he will enjoy a war, and you won't. They said, the other thing is stay out of Bosnia. It's a quagmire, it's like Vietnam. So, I went to Washington with that guidance, and as I said, I spent the next six years trying to work this. When I got there, I discovered no one knew anything about Bosnia, so I went over there. And I met with both sides, and learned about it. Next thing that came along was we tried to strengthen the United Nations so we could stop the fighting. It didn't work. So, the next that happened was they said, you're going to have to help your NATO allies get out, gonna take 20,000 troops to get them out. And it will take three months, and you're going to have a lot of people killed. And after you leave, there's gonna be a slaughter in Bosnia. That didn't make any sense either. So, it was decided that we'd go over and try to get a peace agreement set up. We'd use the 20,000 troops, we'd stay there for a year and we'd get the peace, we'd impose it, and then we'd leave and it would be alright. And that didn't work either. And we're still there. We discovered that the Bosnia commitment led to a commitment elsewhere in Europe. When I got over and I met those people, I remember a guy told me, one of the Bosnians, he said - he said 'Look at this city,' he says. 'Do you understand that there people over there who kill - they kill indiscriminately, that snipers are shooting at our children?' He said, 'I've seen a five year old boy tortured and killed.' He said, 'Now I can understand why they tortured and killed a grown man, but I can't understand why they tortured and killed a five year old child.' But you see; it just shows how innocent I was, because I couldn't understand why they tortured and killed anybody. And as I began to look at that situation, and I listened to it, and I thought about our own country, and I thought about what we believed in as Americans, I realized that our fate was tied up with theirs. World War I started in the Balkans. World War II started because European nations couldn't hold to the peace that was agreed after World War I. That even though the Balkans are a long way from the center of Europe, with the modern economy as it is today - that the Balkans were a part of Europe. And that it was an explosive and a dangerous situation. And so, I did my best, along with several other people, to try and bring peace there. I took a detour to South America for a year and learned about some of the things that Asa Hutchinson's going to have to learn the hard way about the drug problem. And then I was tapped to go back - as one Senator explained it to me - she said, 'You don't want to go over there and fight Bill Clinton's war in the Balkans, do you?' And I said, 'Well, Senator, the honest truth is that when you're a soldier, you march to the sound of the guns. That's your duty and that's - they tell me to do it, that's what I'm going to do.' And so we went over there, we got a little tough with the people in Bosnia; we arrested a few war criminals; we put the squeeze on; we broke the back of the hard-line ethnic cleansers. And things were going pretty well, and old Slobodan Milosevic decided he'd stir up trouble somewhere else and moved into Kosovo. And I, and I was really concerned about this, and I tried to spread the alarm and warn people about it. But despite that, we ended up having to go to war. It was about two years ago. And after nine months of diplomatic wrangling that failed to stop another round of ethnic cleansing, the United States and NATO did go to war in the Balkans. It was a 78-day air campaign. It was high stakes; if we lost, we would have destroyed NATO. European governments would have fallen. Confidence in American security and our American military worldwide would have been shattered. But we didn't lose. We hung fast; we broadened the strikes; we intensified the strikes, and we deployed 5,500 American troops over there with the Apache helicopters into Albania. We had a ground plan that was taking form, and I would have laid my stars on the table if necessary to get that plan implemented. We weren't going to lose. One thing I learned after, after my experience in Vietnam is we never, ever, ever commit the United States of America to any fight, to any mission unless you go into it with a clear intent to win. (applause) Anyway, a lot of that is in my book. The title of the book is Waging Modern War; I'm not going to go through all of that tonight. But I'll just make a small prediction, when this book comes out, it may be World War III. Because when you're, when you're a general and you're caught up in these things, it's just, it's just like politics or business or anything else - you know a lot of people with a lot of different ideas. And I hope that we have learned something out of this experience in the Balkans. I'll tell you what I've learned out there. And I'll tell you what I've learned from Europe is that are a lot of people out in the world who really, really love and admire the United States. Don't you ever believe it when you hear foreign leaders making nasty comments about us. That's them playing to their domestic politics as they misread it. Because when you talk to the people out there, they love us. They love our values. They love what we stand for in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. They love American civic involvement. They love to see a grassroots political structure like this tonight. This is democracy. This is the rule of law. This is what they love, and they admire. They want it. They want to be with us. And that's why our work abroad is so vitally important. See what I discovered was, we are the real - what the French call - the hyper-power in the world today. It's not that we're the only military superpower. That's true. We're unchallengeable militarily today. We've got a great group of men and women in the armed forces. I do think - well I do want to say that they're under-funded. I'm going to get to that in a minute. And I also want to say that when they vote, we better count their ballots. (applause) 

But you see, it's not just the military. It's our economy. We're driving the world. It's our language, it's our culture, it's our music, it's our faith. And I've met evangelical Christians - missionaries all over the world and seen the tremendous fruit of their efforts. That's what America stands for. We're truly a great world leading country. But we're also extremely vulnerable. Our economy - we're using three times - we got three times as much foreign investment here as we're investing - capital flow - as we're putting out there. They're investing here because they believe in us. We're using energy like it's going out of style. We're using five to eight times as much energy per capita as people in the rest of the world, twice as much as even the Europeans. We're vulnerable to diseases from abroad. We're vulnerable to security threats - everything from terrorism to the developing missiles that are - we know rogue states are developing to aim at us. And so, I think we have to have a new strategy, and we have to have a consensus on the strategy, and we have to have a bipartisan consensus, and politics has to stop in America at the water's edge. (applause) We got to reach out, and we got to find those people in the world and share our values and our beliefs - and we got to reinforce them. And when people want democracy, we got to stand up for them, and we've got to help them. We've got to bring them here and let them experience the kind of life that we have. They've got to get an education here. They got to be able to send their children here. Then they got to go home. And they got to carry the burdens in their own lands, and to some extent we have to help them. One of the things I'm most proud of is they asked me to serve on the board of the National Endowment for Democracy. I don't know if you all know what the National Endowment of Democracy is, but President Ronald Reagan started it in the early 1980's to promote American values abroad. And one of the things that we do with a very small amount of money - which I hope Senator Hutchinson will keep in mind here and help us a little bit with, and maybe his brother will too. This is a $30 million program that could be a $70 million program. We help democracy, we help elections, we help form political parties. There's a National Democratic Institute, an International Republican Institute. And we've got great young men and women out serving our way of life in these other countries. And they're doing a great job of it. And thank God Ronald Reagan had the vision to start that. But I'm really proud to be on that. We've got to do that. You see, in the Cold War we were defensive. We were trying to protect this country from communism. Well guess what, it's over. Communism lost. We won. Now we got to go out there and finish the job and help people live the way they want to live. We got to let them be all they can be. They want what we have. We've got some challenges ahead in this kind of strategy. We're going to be active; we're going to be forward engaged. But if you look around the world, there's a lot of work to be done. And I'm very glad we've got the great team in office, men like Colin Powell, Don Rumsfeld, Dick Cheney, Condoleezza Rice, Paul O'Neill - people I know very well - our president George W. Bush. We need them there, because we've got some tough challenges ahead in Europe. We've got -- (applause) We've got a NATO that's drifting right now. I don't know what's happened to it. But the situation in the Balkans, where we still got thousands of American troops, it's in trouble. It's going downhill on us as we're watching it. Our allies haven't quite picked up the load on that. But our allies say they're going to build a European security and defense program with a rival army to NATO. Well I, I think it's a political imperative that they do more for defense, but I think we have to understand that that linkage between the United States and Europe, that bond on security, that's in our interest. We let them carry the economic ball; we're doing the security ball. Look, in politics they told me - I don't know anything about politics now; I want to make that clear. But they told me - I read, do my reading in Time magazine and so forth. And they said in politics you always got to protect your base. Well for the United States, our base is Europe. We've got to be there, and we've got to be engaged in Europe. And that means we've got to take care of NATO, we've got to make sure the Europeans stay in it, and we've got to stay with the problem in the Balkans, even though we don't like it. We will get it resolved, and we'll help bring democracy and westernization to those countries there. We've got a Russia that's anxious to extend its former security zone. I was talking to the Poles last year before I left Poland. And they told me, they said - they said they've been to the inauguration of the Ukrainian president Kuchma. And they listened to what Putin said in his toast. And Putin looked at - picked up his glass of vodka and looked at - he looked at, at the Ukrainians, he looked at Kuchma, and he said in Russian - he said, uh, he said, 'Russia and Ukraine, we are more than brothers. We are in each other's souls.' Well this absolutely chilled the Ukrainians and the Poles, because it was a clear announcement that Russia is going after Ukraine. Russia can't be a great power, militarily or economically, until it regains control of the Ukraine. Last summer they had some Russians pose as Poles trying to buy up the electricity system. They didn't succeed posing as Poles; they bought it fair and square about six months ago. As soon as Putin became the president, he put some Ukrainian cities on 12-hour diets of electricity, so they had blackouts 12 hours a day during last winter. The squeeze is on the Ukraine. And we know that the squeeze is also on other nations around the periphery of the former Soviet Union so Russia can regain its security perimeter. China, clearly expanding power. It's growing economically. We've got to maintain some kind of an economic relationship with China. We don't want China to become an adversary. But we're going to have to police the rules of the road. We're certainly going to continue our reconnaissance flights. There is no excuse for their having detained our airplane, and we want that aircraft back. (applause) We're going to have to manage this competition so we can keep it peaceful, we can bring them along and get them engaged in world institutions and open up communications in China. Nothing rang more hollow than the Chinese leaders' protests that they couldn't deal effectively with us on the airplane because of the will of the Chinese people, when they were controlling public opinion and shaping that will. Now that's something that the Internet and modern technology and democratic standards will fix over time. In the Middle East we've got an active guerilla war going between Israel and Palestine. It's a shame; it's a tragedy. I was with Prime - former Prime Minister Ehud Barak last weekend in San Antonio, and we talked about this. He made a bold strategic move. He did - he restored legitimacy to Israel by pulling out of Lebanon. He called Arafat; he called his bluff. He said here it is, you can everything you want; you can have part of Jerusalem; you can have your, your - the temple area and everything - you can have control of this. You can have the settlements frozen here until - but it wasn't enough. Arafat couldn't deal. So now we've got a low-level guerilla war to deal with. It's going to go from hot to cold; there'll be talks of peace and so forth. But the sad truth about this is that probably a lot more young men and women will die. I wish we could bring peace to that troubled region. It's going to be a major challenge over the years ahead. 

In South Asia, India and Pakistan - nobody's watching - they're both nuclear powers. We can't seem to get engaged in there and get a grip on this because we don't have the economic interest yet; we don't have the geo-political interest. But these are two nuclear-armed countries. When I was out in the National Training Center in 1990 I was hosting a group of Pakistanis - it was May of 1990. And we were - had dinner at the, at the officers club. We had the briefing on the battle that was going to take place the next day. We were getting ready to go to bed about eight o'clock at night because it was a two o'clock in the morning wake up. And the Pakistanis said we must call home; we just received a message; there's an emergency brewing. They had a war about to break out with India. They were about to load nuclear weapons on their aircraft. It was that close to catastrophe. And I don't think it ever merited a headline in a United States newspaper. And that situation's still going on today. They're both openly nuclear now. They're still fighting on the glacier of 21,000 feet, where if the bullets don't get you, the cold will. And they're still fighting a guerilla battle in the province of - the disputed province of Kashmir. The brilliant work during the 1980's in Africa - well, it's started to fade. Nelson Mandela was a great leader; he broke the back of apartheid. But now, we need help. We've got to get those AIDS drugs in there. We've got to provide opportunities for trade and investment. We've got to help end corruption. We've got to have a regional organization in the (inaudible) that can take care of the disputes and settle the boundary issues. We've got to break the back of greed and corruption, and (inaudible) illicit wealth from the diamond mines and the (inaudible) feeding the killing and the mayhem in Africa. And I think we've got to help Africans to help each other to do this. (applause) And then on our own borders there's a problem with Columbia. I was down in Columbia many times during the year I lived in Panama. I met with the Columbian armed forces. I met with the Peruvian armed forces. A lot of corrupt people down there. I remember my wife made the mistake of telling General Ramoso Rios' wife that it was - it was her birthday. And as we were leaving, General Ramoso Rios' wife gave my wife a beautiful gold bracelet. Totally uncalled for, we had it appraised, of course. Turned out I had to buy it from the United States government to keep it. And - but I knew in my heart, I knew this guy was as corrupt as they come. He's one of the guys, he's one of the men who's now in jail for having dealt - taking the (inaudible) from illicit arms sales and so forth. We've got real difficulties dealing with the problems south of our border. These are some wonderful, wonderful people. They've never had a chance to live under the kind of equal opportunity government that we pride ourselves in America. When they come here they make great American citizens. Somehow we've got to help them in those countries build their own governments. We've got to help the country of Columbia. There's 40 million people who live in Columbia. They're all coming here if we don't help them stop that war down there. I don't think there's a military solution to it. I went down there and looked at it. I did the (inaudible) patrols; I flew in the helicopters; I met the military commanders. It's going to take a combination of economic and political measures and just a little help from the military to make that work. But it's going to take American leadership. And I'm delighted to see General Colin Powell is working that problem actively. We've had the Columbian president up here, and I was so pleased that President Bush called for a North American free trade agreement, because I think the ultimate answer in South America is bring prosperity, bring American know-how down there, and let's build one great team in the Americas. (applause) I think if we do that, if we tend these security challenges, there - it's all going to rebound to our benefit. We're going to find countries in the world responding to us, supporting and reinforcing our own values and interests. We're going to find tremendous prosperity and crossover. We're going to find it in the state of Arkansas and even the city of Little Rock. Maybe even northwest Arkansas benefit from all this. We've seen it already in NAFTA. We're going to see it tenfold in the years ahead. What I've found in people abroad is, they want to be like us. They want for us to respect them the way they respect us. Sometimes they want American assistance, especially if we tell them what to do, which we do on occasion. And on rare occasions, they may want American leadership. And when they want that, they're probably going to want troops and police forces to go with it. We might have to do some of that in the years ahead. People have great visions and great dreams about America. And in our own self-interest, we have to live up to those expectations. Now when I was in the eighth grade at (inaudible) Heights Elementary School, Ms. Shannon our eighth grade teacher made us memorize Carl Sandburg's poem Chicago. Many of you probably did too. And I thought it was about the city. But as I was unpacking some of my many 4,000 pounds of books and everything else, I found this poem. And as I was avoiding housework, I was rereading the poem. And it occurred to me this is not about Chicago at all; it's about our country. Let me just read a couple of lines for you: 

'Hog Butcher for the World, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat, Player with Railroads and the Nation's Freight Handler; Stormy, husky, brawling, City of the Big Shoulders... Come and show me another city with lifted head singing so proud to be alive and coarse and strong and cunning... Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young man laughs, Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has never lost a battle...' You see, that was the vision of America in the early 20th century. And we live that vision. We fought and won two world wars. We kept freedom alive in the face of communism during the Cold War. And we kept the peace. We did fight and get bloodied in Korea and Vietnam, but we made it the American century. Today we are in a new era. It's probably not going to be an era of machine tools, railroads, and freight handling, and husky brawling shoulders. It's going to be an era based on knowledge, with a knowledge-based economy - chips and data bits, clicks as well as bricks. It'll take nimble minds as well as strong shoulders. But we've got all of that. We've got it more than anybody else in the whole world. We've got it in our country; we've got it here in the state of Arkansas. And I think if we stay engaged and lead, that we'll make the 20th century the American century; the 21st century will be the American century, and the 21st century will be humanity's century as well. Thank you very much. 

(applause)
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