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The President
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH: "It would take one vial, one canister, one crate slipped into this country to bring a day of horror like none we have ever known."
CHYRON: Strong and Principled Leadership
The Facts
President Bush Is Willing To Stop Terrorists Before They Act
President Bush Explains Post-9/11 Threat In State Of Union Address.  "Before September the 11th, many in the world believed that Saddam Hussein could be contained.  But chemical agents, lethal viruses and shadowy terrorist networks are not easily contained.  Imagine those 19 hijackers with other weapons and other plans  --  this time armed by Saddam Hussein.  It would take one vial, one canister, one crate slipped into this country to bring a day of horror like none we have ever known.  We will do everything in our power to make sure that that day never comes."  (President George W. Bush, State Of The Union Address, 1/28/03)
President Lays Out Preemption Doctrine.  "[O]ur security will require all Americans to be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready for preemptive action when necessary to defend our liberty and to defend our lives."  (President George W. Bush, Remarls At U.S. Military Academy Commencement, West Point, NY, 6/1/02)
Vice President Pledges Administration Will Not Ignore "Gathering Threats."  "Some claim we should not have acted because the threat from Saddam Hussein was not imminent.  Yet, as the President has said, 'Since when have terrorists and tyrants announced their intentions, politely putting us on notice before they strike?'  I would remind the critics of the fundamental case the President has made since September 11th.  Terrorist enemies of our country hope to strike us with the most lethal weapons known to man.  And it would be reckless in the extreme to rule out action, and save our worries, until the day they strike.  As the President told Congress earlier this year, if threats from terrorists and terror states are permitted to fully emerge, 'all actions, all words and all recriminations would come too late.'  That is the debate, that is the choice set before the American people.  And as long as George W. Bush is President of the United States, this country will not permit gathering threats to become certain tragedies." (Vice President Dick Cheney, Remarks To The Heritage Foundation, Washington, DC, 10/10/03)
Administration Unwilling To Take Risk Of Ignoring Threats.  "In the post-9/11 era, certain risks are unacceptable.  The United States made our position clear:  We could not accept the grave danger of Saddam Hussein and his terrorist allies turning weapons of mass destruction against us or our friends and allies."  (Vice President Dick Cheney, Remarks To The Heritage Foundation, 10/10/03)
»»»»
The President
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH: "Our war against terror is a contest of will in which perseverance is power."
CHYRON: Some are now attacking the President for attacking the terrorists.
The Facts
President Bush Is Willing To Stop Terrorists Before They Act
President Bush Explains Need To Persevere In War On Terror.  "Our government must have the very best information possible, and we will use it to make sure the right people are in the right places to protect all our citizens. Our war against terror is a contest of will in which perseverance is power.  In the ruins of two towers, at the western wall of the Pentagon, on a field in Pennsylvania, this nation made a pledge, and we renew that pledge tonight:  Whatever the duration of this struggle, and whatever the difficulties, we will not permit the triumph of violence in the affairs of men - free people will set the course of history."  (President George W. Bush, State Of The Union Address, 1/28/03)
Democrats All Oppose Policy Of Preemptive Self-Defense
Kerry Said Preemptive Doctrine Invites Other Countries To Do Opposite Of What We "Want Them To Do."  "[A]s long as this administration leaves a preemptive doctrine on the table, as long as our administration is proceeding down the road to develop nuclear bunker-busting weapons, and as long as we remain a country that will conduct a preemptive war, we're inviting people to do the very thing that we don't want them to do."  (Sen. John Kerry, CNN's Democrat Candidate Debate, 10/9/03)
Clark Claimed Preemption "Is Causing North Korea And Iraq To Accelerate" WMD Programs.  "[T]his administration's preemptive doctrine is causing North Korea and Iran to accelerate their nuclear weapons development. Now, there are some of us who aren't in Washington right now. But I'd like to ask all those who are -- let's see some leadership in the United States Congress. Let's see you take apart that doctrine of preemption now. I don't think we can wait until November of 2004 to change the administration on this threat. We're marching into another military campaign in the Middle East. We need to stop it."  (Wesley Clark, CNN's Democrat Candidate Debate, 10/9/03)
Dean Predicted Preemption Will "Cause America Some Serious Trouble."  "[T]his president has now created a new American foreign policy a preemptive doctrine. And I think that's going to cause America some serious trouble down the line, too."  (Gov. Howard Dean On CNN's "Wolf Blitzer Reports," 4/23/03)
Lieberman Thinks "It Was Foolish To Declare" Preemptive Doctrine.  "I opposed that [preemption] policy. I think it was foolish to declare such a policy. It outraged both our enemies and our allies around the world. A nation always preserves the right to take preemptive action in defense of our security and our freedom. But why declare it and offend -- and provoke everyone."  (Sen. Joe Lieberman, Democrat Candidate Debate, Columbia, SC, 5/3/03)
Edwards Said Preemption Is "Distracting And Damaging."  "Picking up and walking away is not an exercise of leadership - it is an abdication of it. A leader who has to go it alone is no longer leading anybody. In that context, let me say a few things about the administration's so-called preemption doctrine. Let's begin here: if we believe the United States is about to be attacked, or faces an imminent threat, then we have an absolute right to protect ourselves. It's called self-defense - it isn't new; it isn't controversial; and it doesn't need a fancy new name. But this administration did not just reassert our right to self-defense. ... Instead, they asserted a new doctrine that suggests a uniquely American right to use force wherever and whenever we decide it's appropriate. Some in the administration seem to believe that military force can be used as first resort to meet our legitimate foreign policy goals. The result has been distracting and damaging. At a time when we should be working to lead the world towards a solution on the specific problem of Iraq, it is completely counter-productive for the administration to pronounce a doctrine that is not only unnecessary to justify action, but that alienates most of our friends and makes it harder for countries to cooperate with us."  (Sen. John Edwards, Remarks At Center For Strategic & International Studies, Washington, DC, 10/7/02)
Democrats Attack President For Waging War On Terror
Gephardt Claims Bush "Has Left Us Less Safe And Less Secure."  "I'm running for president because I believe George Bush has left us less safe and less secure than we were four years ago. I'm calling for new national leadership because the Bush-Cheney bravado has left us isolated in the world - fracturing 50 years of alliances, calling into question our credibility, squandering the global goodwill that was showered on us after 9/11."  (Rep. Dick Gephardt, Remarks To San Francisco Bar Association, 7/22/03)
Kerry Claims President "Hoodwinked The American People."  "[President Bush has] hoodwinked the American people ... He's not making the world safer, I do not believe this administration is doing the job of protecting Americans.'" (Sen. John Kerry As Quoted In Mike Glover, "Kerry Rips Bush On National Security Issues," The Associated Press, 7/19/03)
Dean Claims President "Chose Tax Cuts" Over Security.  "[President Bush] chose tax cuts over adequately funding homeland security. He chose tax cuts over buying the enriched uranium from the Soviets under the cooperative threat agreement. He chose tax cuts over inspecting cargo container that's come into the United States ... The president talks about homeland security and terrorism, but in fact he hasn't done all that much about it."  (Howard Dean On MSNBC, 7/22/03)
Edwards Belittles President's National Security Policies.  "We should not cede this issue to a president and a party whose idea of homeland security is plastic wrap and duct tape ..."  (Sen. John Edwards As Quoted In Mike Glover, "Democrats Band Together To Bash Bush On Taxes, Terrorism," The Associated Press, 5/17/03)
Gov. Howard Dean Accused President Bush Of Going "Out Of His Way To Humiliate And Ruin Our Relationships" With Other Countries.  "This president will never get the cooperation of the rest of the world.  He has alienated practically everybody that's worth alienating in this country.  It's a personal matter.  He has some part of his personality which leads him to humiliate people who disagree with on policy matter. ... If I become president, before I'm inaugurated, I will go to Europe and I will go to other capitals around the world where the president has gone out of his way to humiliate and ruin our relationships, and to begin to rekindle those relationships."  (Gov. Howard Dean On CNN's "News Night," 11/12/03)
Dean Blamed War Casualties On President Bush.  "'We're going to put up the aircraft carrier ad and show what his real defense is,' Dean said in an interview on Thursday.  'We're going to use this footage of him landing on the aircraft carrier ... to show that he's all talk and no action.  And the action he's got us into has cost us 400 lives and thousands of wounded people who will never get their limbs back.'"  (Sarah Schweitzer, "To Dean, A Bush Image Is Fodder," The Boston Globe, 11/8/03)
Rep. Dick Gephardt Called Bush Performance In Iraq An "Abomination."  "It is an abomination that he has not gotten our country and our troops the help that we need."  (Rep. Gephardt, Democrat Candidate Debate, Baltimore, MD, 9/9/03)
Sen. John Kerry Accused President Bush Of Misleading America And "Haphazard, Shotgun, Shoot-From-The-Hip Diplomacy."  "'He ought to be apologizing to the people of this country,' Kerry told ABC's 'This Week.'  ... Kerry contended Bush should atone 'for having misled America' about Iraq's prewar threat, for failing to assemble an international coalition and giving up on UN inspections too soon.  'This is haphazard, shotgun, shoot-from-the-hip diplomacy,' Kerry said ... "  (James Gordon Meek, "Kerry Rips W On Iraq 'Hype,'"  [New York] Daily News, 10/13/03)
Sen. Joe Lieberman Called Bush Administration "Nearly As Dangerous" As Iraqi Militants.  "We're seeing surprisingly fierce resistance to coalition forces and to our efforts to remake the country.  But another kind of resistance is proving nearly as dangerous to our long-term security: the Bush administration's stubborn refusal to change course and build a safer postwar Iraq in partnership with the world."  (Sen. Joe Lieberman, Op-Ed, "Getting Back On Track In Postwar Iraq," The Washington Post, 7/7/03)
»»»»
The President
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH: "Some have said we must not act until the threat is imminent.  Since when have terrorists and tyrants announced their intentions, politely putting us on notice before they strike?"
CHYRON: Some call for us to retreat, putting our national security in the hands of others.
The Facts
President Bush Is Willing To Stop Terrorists Before They Act
President Bush Explains Need To Act Before Terrorists Attack.  "Before September the 11th, many in the world believed that Saddam Hussein could be contained.  But chemical agents, lethal viruses and shadowy terrorist networks are not easily contained.  Imagine those 19 hijackers with other weapons and other plans  --  this time armed by Saddam Hussein.  It would take one vial, one canister, one crate slipped into this country to bring a day of horror like none we have ever known.  We will do everything in our power to make sure that that day never comes.  Some have said we must not act until the threat is imminent.  Since when have terrorists and tyrants announced their intentions, politely putting us on notice before they strike?  If this threat is permitted to fully and suddenly emerge, all actions, all words, and all recriminations would come too late.  Trusting in the sanity and restraint of Saddam Hussein is not a strategy, and it is not an option."  (President George W. Bush, State Of The Union Address, 1/28/03)
Democrats Retreating From Policies That Constitute Preemptive Self-Defense
Dean Convinced War Resolution Was Mistake. "I am now convinced more than ever that it was a mistake to have given this administration a blank check to engage in this war, as too many in Congress did when they supported the Iraqi war resolution ..."  (Gov. Howard Dean As Quoted In Scott Shepard, "Democrat Kerry Demands Bush 'Tell The Truth' About Iraq War," Cox News Service, 7/10/03)
Dean Said Our Troops Should Come Home From Iraq. DEAN: "We need more troops. They're going to be foreign troops, as they should have been in the first place, not American troops. Ours need to come home."(Democrat Presidential Candidate Debate, Albuquerque, NM, 9/4/03)
Dean Would Reconsider Wisdom Of PATRIOT Act.  "President Bush and Attorney General Ashcroft have adopted a series of anti-terror tactics that erode the rights of average Americans and cannot be justified on national security grounds. ... While the Administration's overzealousness diminishes the rights of all Americans, it has taken its greatest toll on communities whose cooperation we need in the fight against terror. ... I am also deeply troubled by some provisions in the USA Patriot Act, which was enacted in the wake of 9/11 without meaningful debate. ... [W]e should reconsider the wisdom of the original bill."  (Howard Dean, "Fighting Terrorism Does Not Mean Compromising Our Freedoms," Policy Statement On DeanForAmerica.com, Accessed 11/21/03)
Kerry Only Willing To "Threaten The Use Of Force," Not Actually Use It.  "I voted to threaten the use of force to make Saddam Hussein comply with the resolutions of the United Nations.  I believe that was right -- but it was wrong to rush to war without building a true international coalition -- and with no plan to win the peace."  (Sen. John Kerry, Remarks At Announcement Of Candidacy, Patriot's Point, SC, 9/2/03)
Clark Thinks War Was "Unnecessary ... Mistake ..."  "I fully supported taking the problem to the United Nations and dealing with it through the United Nations. I would never have voted for war. The war was an unnecessary war, it was an elective war, and it's been a huge, strategic mistake for this country."  (Wesley Clark, CNN's Democrat Candidate Debate, Phoenix, AZ, 10/9/03)
Clark Doesn't See Need For PATRIOT Act.  "What I don't understand is why we have [the PATRIOT Act] and why we need it."  (Wesley Clark, Remarks At Town Hall Meeting, Henniker, NH, 9/26/03)
Edwards Wants To Slam On Law Enforcement Brakes .  "'John Ashcroft and this administration can get on a bus and spin their wheels all they want about the Patriot Act' .... But that won't change the fact that they have rolled over our rights for the last two years. What they have done isn't cause for celebration; it should cause us to slam on their brakes.'"  (Richard B. Schmitt, "Ashcroft Talks Up The Patriot Act, Los Angeles Times, 8/20/03)
Democrats Prefer U.N. Leadership Over U.S.
Dean Believed Iraq Had WMD, But United Nations, Not U.S., "Should Disarm Saddam."  "I believe that Iraq does have chemical and biological weapons, and they are a threat to many nations in the region, but not to the United States. Therefore in my view, the United States ought not to attack unilaterally. The United Nations should disarm Saddam, and we should be a part of that effort."  (Howard Dean On PBS' "The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer," 2/25/03)
Clark Wanted U.S. To Prove Case Against Terrorists To United Nations Before Taking Action.  "If we wanted to go after states supporting terrorism, why not first go to the United Nations, present the evidence against Al Qaeda, set up a tribunal for prosecuting international terrorism?"  (Wesley Clark, Winning Modern Wars, 2003, p. 132)
Kerry Insists We Need To "Go To The United Nations Now."  CNN's CANDY CROWLEY: "Should you become president, if you get solid evidence that Iran is in fact developing nuclear weaponry, and you cannot get anything in the U.N. like what you would like, are you prepared to go after a factory in Iran on your own?"  KERRY: "... We need a president now to prevent us from the very choice that you just said could occur, and that will only happen if we go to the United Nations now and get rid of the sense of American occupation in Iraq."  (Sen. John Kerry, CNN's Democrat Candidate Debate, Phoenix, AZ, 10/9/03)
Kerry Claimed Build Up Of US Troops In Region Short-Circuited "United Nations Process."  "George Bush has created his own problem by building up the troops to the point where you face the old 'use them or lose them' equation. ... Now, if you didn't build them up so much, is there a great difference between [invading in] March or September or October? I don't know, but if you sort of approached this in a different way, it might have allowed you to use the United Nations process to really build consent."  (Glen Johnson, "Facing Antiwar Push In Calif., Kerry Is Sparing In Remarks In Key Electorate," The Boston Globe, 3/16/03)
Gephardt Insisted President "Get Help" From U.N. To "Deal With Iraq."  "I said to [President Bush] ... that if you wanted to deal with Iraq, you've got to get help and you've got to go to the U.N. I said, 'We created the U.N. It's our organization. We're the leader. We need to get the help that we need.'"  (Rep. Dick Gephardt, Congressional Black Caucus Democrat Candidate Debate, Baltimore, MD, 9/9/03)
Gephardt Measures Success By Number Of Allies Instead Of By Steps To Defend Americans.  "It is incomprehensible to me that we are here today six months, five months after the conflict ended, and he still has not gotten any money from any other country and any people of appreciable numbers from any other armed forces. This president's foreign policy is a miserable failure. He has failed the American people."  (Rep. Gephardt, Congressional Black Caucus Democrat Candidate Debate, Baltimore, MD, 9/9/03)
Kerry Wanted Administration To Delay Action In Iraq Until It Could "Gain Sufficient Votes" At U.N.   "[Kerry] said that if the administration cannot gain sufficient votes within the Security Council for a second resolution authorizing military action, it should 'take the time, for a period of time, to continue to build [support] at this particular moment.' He said war should be a last resort, arrived at only after taking the time to build legitimacy and consent within the country and around the world."  (Glen Johnson, "Facing Antiwar Push In Calif., Kerry Is Sparing In Remarks In Key Electorate," The Boston Globe, 3/16/03)
»»»»
The President
CHYRON: Call Congress Now

CHYRON: Tell them to support the President's policy of preemptive self-defense.
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