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COMMENDER
UNITEC STATES HAEVAL FORCES
YIETHAM

The Prasident of the Onited States takes pleasure in presenting the
Silver Star Medsl Lo

JOI¢ FORESS KERRT
LIEU-TNANT JURIOA GRADE
UNILED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

ror service as set forth in the fellowing:
CITATIN

*Fer gopspicusus gallaciry pod insrepidity iz actioo ukile fervicg AS
Offiser in Charge of Ocited &satas Nawy Patrol Creft Fast % apd Olficer
in Tactical Cosmand of sz opsratioo in the Republic of Vietze:. On 28
February 1599, Jatzel Oralft Fast 23, 43 and %%, in ooojumetion vith Upmderwater
De=slition Teas 1} and Vietpamase Reglomal and Pepulas Forees persconel,
neadusted an opereticn em the Ca Man Feplunsula as part of Oparatloos SEL LORDS.
Jelle Lrapsiting the Say Hap Rlver eo route to an insertion poins along 48
Bemg Cung Jiver, thesa creft vita ibirty Regiomal/Popular Force perysonel
saimarked in eesh unit came dnde= heavy eneiy small arzs firs from the river
buaks. Toe 02[icar in Tactical Command, Lieutamant (Jucdiew prede) EERRL
direotad his units %o bass to tae beach apd caargs the Viet Joag pesitions.
lisutenant |jmader grade) NG expertly dipgctad thz fire of his craft &
the flasing soemy whils si=rl-aneously ccordimating tae ipgertica of he
smoargad teoops. While the Regiooal and Fopular Foress conductad an ared
sweep, Fatrol Lralt Fast L3-Tecained on statics S0 provide [ire aupport and
opteol Cralt Fast 23 and 3 moved UpELTSAR to ipvestigate ar ares Irom which
ginthota were coxing. Ap=izimp gt the ADE,: 1ieutenant [jundor grade) EEHREE's
ey £t vaceived a E-40 Teclet =lose ebcard. Umee again Lisutenant ( junisc
grads) FERFT ordered nds umifs tg charge the ememy poaltioos apé susmonsd
Bptrol Craft Zast 47 %o the eres to provide sdditicmal Clrepower. Fetrol
feg s Faat G4 <uen beached 1o dhp gonter of the eIy poaltions anc a5 ATARY
scldisr spreng up {rom Lis =gziticn mot an fest srea Patrol Sraft Fast S
aed fled, - Withoeh hesita’ioo Lisutenszt (juoicr g-.:adqﬁ KERAY leaped ashore,
pursued the Zad wehicd g bewtch erd killed him, capturing a B-40 rocket

S aumeker with & rewd ia the chamber. Lis:tenant |jupicr grade) KERRY ihen
1ed an asga % party 2od conducted a AWESE of the aree while the Paizel Cralt
Fpss coniizusd to praride [ire support. After the enezy had Deen cuapletely
routed, a1l perscanel retu=sed to the Patzel [rast Fas: 4o withdrav [7oa toe
area. Wiile backimg off <the beach, ihese wnits AZAiN CRDE UCHer & hail of
fire, this time Irca the opposite rives bask. Lieutapant (jusicr gradel
TERST imedistely ccordinated the fivapever cf hls mivs acd suppressed the
erpsy Clre. Leter, alter dissgha=icing peracrmel. asd veils Exiting from
-h¢ Zay Hap River, %ha Patrol Craft Fast were ageir taken uder fire. Lisu-
cepsnt (junicr grade) KERRI imzediately gpnsyvered bis eraft through severd.
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emfing Tuns vhich ccmplataly silenced the emery. As & Tesult of this
:;i;;ﬁnjhﬂn 1'-.':..!-_ L-:r.g 'mz*&'rki 1led and cpe woundad with no If_nt:dTl}rr
cpsualtigs. 1o sddition, numercus sempans, 3tructures s::ud. bunkers were
dsstroyed as well aa conflseation :u:‘daubata.ntmlmquﬁ: :-us ?I‘.-:mngzr
eseentinl sucplies. Lieutenant [junio™ ;:ad:]l EERFZ's ..Eﬂ:tli: ':.-:u oF
sourage wpder fire, putstarding leadership, ard a:t;:;-lu—z FM. -s“k:-g&.l.gn-
directly contributed to toe success of thia speratica asd were .11.1: eplag
yith the highest traditlons of the Unitec States Naval Service.

For “he President

E. B
Viea 3 el, U. &. Hawy

Cepmarder U. 5. Neval Forces, Vietoam 3
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